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FROM THE ARCHIVES
Presuppositions in the Study of African Social and Political Thought
Max Assimeng
Abstract

The essay sought to initiate discussion among scholars of social and political
theory on a then insufficiently acknowledged problem in African intellectual
history. Attention was drawn to the neglect of African social and political thought
in worldwide social and intellectual analysis in the hopes that it would lead to
rigorous examination and debate that would lead to new and generalizable
conceptual frameworks.

Résumé

L’essai eut pour objectif d'amorcer une discussion parmi les spécialistes de la
théorie politique et sociale sur un probléme qui fut insufisamment reconnu dans
I'histoire intellectuelle africaine a I'époque. L'attention fut attirée sur la négligence
de la pensée politique et sociale africaine dans I'analyse intellectuelle et sociale
sur le plan mondial, et ce, dans 'espoir d'engendrer un débat et de réaliser un
examen rigoureux qui aboutiraient & de nouveaux cadres conceptuels
généralisables.

https://dx.doi.org/10.4314/contjas.v6i2.4

At the time of publication, the author was an Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of
Ghana, Legon. In addition to his vast intellectual output, Professor Assimeng was also politically
active, involved, for example, in the now defunct National Commission for Democracy (NCD). The
NCD, among other things, formulated a programme for effective realisation of a true democracy for
the consideration of the Provisional National Defence Council (PNDC) government.
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ETDOURRONTIT, 4 = Ml Sl O nIe k. B0CLaL
i TOE ITTL TLOLGIE

Zitpoduetjor :

The cogay outis Lo inibinle lacre-sonle ooncern and.
discnoodon ameny scholars of zoecial and golitlesl thuary om -
wn g yob dnpufficiontly ackoowlodpod veshizeom in Afplesn
intellostund hicbory.

aflrican atudents of soclology, himtory, deofioriga, '
political pofoned, wnd phiiowsphy wrs dntroduced b ootm of
TR LS m-:'l. ‘I:I'cil:'nntﬁ.cp.'l oropositions on the watyrc.ef numan
socioty and the diroction of socinl dovel n::m..m... H‘U"‘ I'FE‘.I'. FIJ"EJ
THAT-LFITCAN, HAMES AND . IUEAS, ARE AU.HUELY THCLUDZED 10° arY. SLOH
i}I.E-'.'-UESEI-'l.JIHﬁq Wy da this :.!-D? Mighs it S that -IuEI":i.I:II'..I'I ':'I-i"i"l II.I.:ll
contributed to t];lu ..urm'a‘::n:ar. of woal Chambziss (3 GE11426)
aplls meaningful aoeial knewlaedge.

It ray woell bo granted thmt African ptudents appear unsure

ubout which Africeas nacss and idews They wish Lo pec incorporated

in the study of socinl and volitical thought. alLlhougn aori have
their own ideole on the fntelleetusl and walitical fields (mush
as Birumedi; Uyerere, Asikive, Ssngher, Onnral, Faoon, ofd.r,

they romain vapgee and urclaar ag to the theorstical sletus of
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Yog works ol coch Coirpurstes. 15 indeed Aricasg.hove offpred fhoughts
s P arg ool eosial arsaopezencs, then cerhaps in sesarching for
aweh fizoushts for spetemetic ceddficacive and evelugticn, we might ask
Lag following gqueetlons: L.-a:' what have been the crjevts of theirp
soemiletion, and what gquesliors have beep asied? (b what methods heave
besn auployed to newer these questions? (o} khat scrie of answore hove
heen givend

g
It iz g&n»rall;rfthai in oy Barinua'ﬁtud;r oi whilosophers snd
philescphics, these sre the sentrel guestione for sritical anslyaig
[T, Wuscell 1987: Elapp 1573: Chanblizs 1964} .

The inmbality of stwdente o point bo avy A7rleas thinkers of
gignificonce in the higtery of soclnl theorizZing, cesds to me Lo be
relaled to o nupker of faclars lotegzal to thco oDature of african
spcilpl abrust :E‘E_nn-;i_ Lraditionsl E:ﬁ?!'l’.ﬂ";‘u_‘_n:.-: 1:.':;,.-;:Eht., Thege factors
ipelwde the fTradition of ovel commmnicntion by which msn of wizdom
in tredtbicnzl soeizwy vsuslly crpresse: their ideasz. Thiz azscriian
I itgelfl subject to earsiderable debate, ss we &@all see da o
auneequent 2ection ol thie wapss. Neverthelecs; litoracy has uE'U..'.’il'i:i'
bFeen zeen 2z o pre-requizdis for the gyastesmstic collaiion and amalyzia
of thought systems on the andtwse of pocliety: 'Che ‘regsord of huen
though awaited <he dowvelopment of the written word, snd wise sen with
the truth on their Lipe have disd end been forpobren, sioply bonaes
they left nothing tenmgible that codured' (Chacbhiics 195480, Thue,

Chagbliss Finds it imperetive to tegin hic study of social thought
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uit]i I‘abj.rlam;:-., Vhoontse of Piest kend, not hesrear, infarsasicr

L

abant At civi 11-'1t1-:-1'.| I:':'-F.:ir_';.‘.is.v} gt wil., po %l

Bl mm 1 T S k-

e ro e 51_5:: tn= u]:mm, is f.‘ﬂ-u' riurl.!-u'.'. ‘risaf socic oy,

:_l-\. . /
|lll' Balt,

of E Y i-;:nu.u =aiie uf lnu,ar-—t-.:ur ,ne.wrf.n... ],,&1;,puc1:.u~. and
= i at " I crgit

lrag.r_ .t:.f-:; Irar: 1.‘. -:b far ihatqrh, mt"_m:r.at-c netians of o :'r'_.ri oi

A i
L Myt Nre ot . I ETTT MR PS¢ FES B s SR TN

and develomment coald n;l.'.'h.—.js ,;'Ei a8 cQnGe giusl daza ir a:n::i t[.l]:l:n_i!'l..._..
Onran mnulu. aﬁ-ﬂit:.m-ﬂ.l:. ne:nt.'inn tn-_ Fact that seversl int.emrat&ti:mn
af a.ﬁp!ln:‘ts of E-l}::]a.l strmture wure nf“teu pr-:'ir*in.lal:l 1:1.1;}1.5 form of
*hallnwd wth::-lug;f a1 l-egend.,., tha auul'n.m 1:115' nd 1l:|gll-‘-i'.'11

:ﬂhﬂﬂuﬂa af Hu::l: j.nturpretm.lm.s WHEE not 'H.':l_'r *:lnuhtl'!.LH hut EJ.EI:I
L

diffii:hl‘b Ln &nal;;ae cﬁp.i-lcnlh

Tllus, when 1t is cla:.msl:!. ir some ':mt:mnaln.stl.{mll:f $ngpdred)
A |r'\-|ﬂ'r.'

qu-rt:ru thal: it iB Africa.nn wha pi.unau:md thi.'r prﬂsmu of

intellectual :I*".relnpﬂﬁul: 111. the world {a‘h thc dlﬂ-ﬁlﬂiﬂlﬂn of Hazrui,
;e
1968) , ather .'-'u.frla:aﬂs ri.n u-:ut ghate such r,lhrns.. The late Shansisn

cednent scieatist m:l muui::-l pr:trnl:inmr, h:::hu-:l. Armmtton [1975:05)

eould fhua maum-_'Llj' m‘eaent what a];l_i,’l&-.'l.md t.n hlm to be foatures of

o

ﬁfnt:an od sl

Dwep down the bimck men'r zird the-e is nothing paw
B bright, s=we mideight daricesc znd deepadrs

#e tell you Ehie, we are the opea who dare

For wechaye learnt the sagic suells thok, low ,
Hove hoerd or Enown. Thers's hartor stooked for yon
Szhind tac blacknan'sz +i=d, The brein. fhet'y thero
The sruel homicidal sup flavys bone bers,

Then there the sdmple dmee on aghed Dike.

Ght if oures be the cale befpse the stopn,

then:this dark sullen cloud tay bLraait wlth, s,
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‘Put not ia our daye. Ho, not in cur Lyel

tlo mortal wit may cloage ofe: dhapse or Towm,

Or make the blackmarn's thoughtlege 1ife of fun
Fit bie to breed auwht but & servilé rece.

Again, Orrin Klspp (975:1500, recalli.ng; Rovert Hedfield's model
of the folk gosiety (1981), hus noten of trﬂﬂmnﬂl folk BJGlE'ti«Hl

Almee £ &trer:rthiug; is nrgamm:! b:,+ hu.uship,
"o oensteilation of familinl relatiomships".
Hanca all relatignghips ore puraomsl = thers
ls e oblcotlvity. The suodzly f2 macrod ond
ite world is also secred. In sUch = werld,
of cetwras, there iz mo gcienfific thinkdng
nar Ea-:ular valugw of the warket plrif.:u.'_

Of course mot B.ﬂ hfr*mar seholars 'inuld &EI‘E'& u:Lth 1.?1::; lata;..
Armattos o :hmt#riutmn uI tha Afriean mi.nd sl.'n.d ltn cnn:.-.nts,
a topiec which desarves mgre lengthy and zarioug Atrestment thﬂ.'?has

e a1 l-.
hitherto baoh dmi.

I ! 3 i’

African stuﬂent.s are not szying t':aa't the s spd idLB.E thes
are pnn::mtn:wd ia the h'.i.ﬂ‘l:bﬂl' of philomply nod thn BAcjal slanoas
in the 'Iie:st. aTe not great names. Due aclmowlsdgement is plven o

. . 25 '

guch wiriters as Pla_l.tu. r.r.i._ntutle, }:n@nr a:n.ﬂ Fr;_q.nnin Pegon, Roussean,

'.I:-:m:]na+ gnd madern aociel -l-.hszﬂ-a gach a3 Emr.r_, Spencer, Morx, ‘eber,

Pu.ﬂzi:-u. Drkheis, Facsons, and I}lia.a. handy for what l:hﬂ;r ara worth,
attompte ars mzde in lecturseg =nd clags diecussipnes in Africen

univergities to cogitete on those psyects or podels of gocdety ln

the writings of thepe thinkers which might provifde useful amelyticel .

Frapu:t‘ﬁna for the study of African soclal and polibical strugtures.
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The werey of africgs atudehts arrdare to e this: night 1i:
not be Eho cect et thoe have Besn Alrdedn thidkars alse vhe howe
cantributed ta the pregress of intelisctusl develoymant in the reatm
of spcial th:r_n.lcl.nsi‘ In what rﬁapema: uignt one cmtm‘m, 'ar.lth Jmaa.
Conyars [19?2;‘1 '-’}J, For il'.'I.E-.{'.;_!IEE, th_at *Itm Wha Ydny: (the I‘!,gus-h-nm
!a,gh_t-ah giulnsg_i’m:: n'_I" hi..-at.n:}r:r, who li\ra-:l betwesn 1332 and 1900 has
a3 cuch claio ase a,n;.r nthg‘n_n&:;a:wn o be w:llﬁd.the father of

gocinlopy', and ihoit

TDeapite the tendanty ta mpgsocinte the deiralopment
of soeiclery Wwith wegtérn phemomuns snd Europesn
scholars, meky scliolsrs feel Ehat this bins has
proopted us to "look oway'! frem Afrisa and .nﬂia,
theraby further ancowraging on error which is
generplly provelsnt ‘in’ western emlturs’.

Purtape, tuch of the controversy fight be located in tho aften
unclsar senses in which 'intellectual development' aod 'sogiml
thought' are condeptralized and understood, But more of this laoter.

On one hend; it mipht B8 poesible to respond bo euch qmr;i" of
acpican students, by assertiss sigply thot spch etudente (and soms
of :thuir enthusisgtic lesturers, not to mantion 2l f-sogpertife |
politicizne of newly independsnt countries) are indiléing 1n cultoral
pationglisn in thair quest for the inclusion of 'itfri':E".E' - and ,E:.":,'-:.’.i}'.-'..
idegs - i’ zlobal'intellectusl history and comprrative sosial t’f*m:i:'-'ar'-'
e miﬁit p-&fha‘;i-_ eay thun thet mmﬂu{g in tral:hhnnel togs m:-:l
ather dtfire and syrbols in t’-‘- garriddérs of the Unibed Hﬂtlms cnd

oMliiE AR GRRI Rl Ratirities, i ASTOeant, i SHORLL DY 80
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disticpuishsd, from asocurlag a place oo the world map of intellectusl
hintory. The corollary might then be to say thet memboership in the
republic of letters iz not schieved by head countihg cr majordity
votes. Ur, =s Irnweles and S=ith {(1974:3) ncte in connection with
moderuization process in the Third werld, '.-.I.i.pluu.a_tiu recognition end
mebarship in the Ynited Uations do not erceta & netice state'.

On the other hand, it =ight be sericualy nrgued that porbaps
guch axolusion of Africen thinking from the analysis of moinstream
sooial thought derives fror the faot that, for mn very long tine,
there were reslly no fmown, l1.6. documentad, Africen disguisltiona
of theoretical valug thet might be inccrporated in the serious study
of sociml or political theary. .'lut:an_t.luf. howpwer, attompts have boen
mede to cxamine what there is that might - gr might not - be said te
pass for African systeme of sncial thinking (cf. Ctite 1978; EBcherus
1974; J. O'Connell 1963; Morais 1972; Afzri-Gyan 1975; lands 19783
Clapham 1968; Shepperson 1568; Twumasi 1978; Apbekn 1977; dneman
1977)."

Thare is snather factor that should be recogniszed in explaining
the neglect of African soodnl thaught in worldwide social and
intelleciual apElysis. Thic is to the effect thst perhaps no
intellectual atmozphere was created in African gocisl and psyoholo-
gicel structures that might be regarded aos conducive to ths dles-
interested use of reascn For gpeculsting on eocisl iggues. Such an

atmosphere is itself dependent upen certain zocial and culiwral
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gituaticua.
Hamipnally, attention is drawn to these problomss in the hops
thot the dets that scholars heve now begun to collsct and asserible

on African mocial and political ideas, might e subjected to pore
rigorous examination according to some eriteria. Ripour and metiod

gre essential if idens are to be studied in terms of possible
ilosophical itions on the fsture of man nnd of huasn society.

Such criterin eg 8 community of pocial amalyste come to share ond to
wxarine, could then meaningfully ssrve as a fra=mework for classifice-
tion, categorization and criticel @volwetion of such datz. As at
present, the various studies of African socisal and politieal iders
=gem not to hamp mppreciobly on sny pererslischle conceptual pags-
Lately, however, we huve bepun to encounter isolated exsmples of this
aworenssg. Such awsrenssgs, for lustonce, informs the study by <.
O'Connell (1963:77-93), in which he =enticns thet 'Senghor and Azilkiwe
write with comsclous swsremess of ths use of coacspte 1o politicsl
arisnce’ wharens "Hipuenh, inspite of o gertsin conceptunl poverty,
has better wnderstanding of what = modern ateic iz than some pelitics]l
commentator
acientists’, Another .{ hns written: "Riommah could not depend
upon reascns of logic to fipght colonilalisn’ (Dzirasa 1952:20) . Tucker
£1578) has cxamined Michievelli and Fanom os political philosophers
who groppled, at differcont times, with the bteeic groblems of freedom,

legitisney, and the moral bosis of pelitieal actisni whereas Hichael

#cgin (1963} has sought parallelisms between ifrican ideas of socicl
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develogimil o “taasuaa's view conperaing the ‘nohle savese'.

There stil]l remains an dsoue thai ehocld be slapifies, and that
imsue in this: what szould stulercve do wisn they dlscover Ehat anslysis
ar thought ryatemo differ as ic whether o particular thinJr.B_v is

t¥ Tlearly, thiz is a problen wkich the stydent

’sl'faﬁ.fh.-atﬁ{." e ot
sheuld be helped to exemine and to resolvae. 1t iz a matter of regret,
there fere, thet in their stherwiss wery ua:.:["ﬂ coileotion Readings in
African Political Thought (1579, Mutisc and Rob Hehio acknowledpe
that their walurs "ia nor intended To zrovice En anslysie of African
Lhought. If it were zuch an anelysiz; w»e spould be concerned with tho
lopical conaistency and empirical verificoticn of African politizal
thougnt! {p. xi). Howewsr, even wh=eo such ate ;'..195-. sre wadoriaken with
the princisal a2im "Lo r.]_“:.].-‘-.r:wlf.s- Lo anstvan hig politlenl ideaa as
they are revouled in his writings and spsechesz', ag Afori-Gyar (1576:
13) attempts to deo on the idszas of fwene '-'-l*.r".mnh, e ppecific
concentunl and gethnedolagicnl maypiang le provided as o gulde for
students who might nlas wish te evalucts idess of Mkrumah, as eof otker
legders of thovght in africa,

I believe that pone of the Torepoing responses and éexplapations
snauld be repsicded ae waally adecuate kecause thare are still some
unexantned quasstions, namely:

fay wast iz scolial thougnt

(LY whot are pecnle doing when it is said or elaimed that

they are thrinking about societyl
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£y o purbeses these questions o toe cosantisal peture of etcial

tivgh i st be regarded oo first-—opder gquestione. When they bave

’:Ieer orepsiled with, perhewns the sgcond-order guestions mipht then

Ziane 1 _:ﬂ:t:;___.‘.-‘.'l_zllwia_jﬁ peinte;
{a) have there imieed besn sfrican =orial thought?
{‘-ﬂi i there hawe, what hava been the pature, ezsence, and

tr?ﬂflcatlcma of such social thoughtsl. apd

{g) wpat poseills renzons misht e adduced for the relative
I’=-‘;,IE'::I1: crf__ng.';:‘i'n?J:L__thg_u;:,hltﬁ {513:11 85 they hawe beeny; in
plotel intellectual Pastory anc cosiological analyrses?
r.‘rJ.'h-; wey tiees qpeaticns have hesh posed in this essay might b
rengdol 9= tpe_elasontary. Bug, to my mind, the yardetick for

Eezsuring the lgvw]l of deyelopient ol s disciplime is ils extent to

hich. toe diucipline's basdic snc slemsbtary questions are poued gpd

BT,

e sel H.IL et -:H::t:la_.._ Thoa E].q._.

== mmea.

- R '.- &
It iy m-:&.aar:.r to set out the gensral araa ot EH}-EIE-E] thn::uﬂtt

i i 0 [ 'l

it e ?rnpﬁr-.l:..-.:i thot all social thovsatoc kawve :Lu COmmpn, in -::n:lér

"y R ol T | ' i i

ko =ca t‘_‘LF senas in 'lh:.l::'!l ths term méht ba ns-e-d in t.hl.s Ettﬂ}" cf the

-.4r‘"*n Al tuetion, 1“19 faetl.n:‘. na sm::m" t'ltnugh’r ha&-. &n,gagtd thr

gitention <7 carppelent suthorilla=z lor a:me hma :u:w- e mgtl.t

implicitly txy te digcaver fne .-n.,.tu:n:: -:I .—Lfn an thnu.ghta on accisl

gioueiure acd null:ura.l arraq;amenta, L 'the be.si.e- tuf faundatiuns

wiicil hawe kean lpid foar the field of stody. We might then cospars
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[l
-

mocda nud sorwdsd ol eoponnn sudial Lhonped vl Lhose dlal have . ) :
In presine mapostad S Ehe DOrarosnn guerisiong, 3F wold s
apimabed ihitkons i wtstorn social and wdditlcsl history.

pecesiary lor fhe stwdent o0 sivial Cheeenl 2o airvica bo snzlyse

Un Eollir Chazbolias (19%954:4) soeial Shoepekt is concerned wiz o . .
the Lragi Yiepal foldhloca, pooverasz, = gheitomery veiaofz and
hunan beinga au Lheir relnticns with thedir Seliowe. shan's thouiits )
condnot . Wkl f4 becavace tlesa gesva s the etpndae=L foraolatiosy
about kis relations fo oshers thether exoressed in foll litaresase
for the axpisnatioc and anderstunding, by traditional people, of
or in the sompositicnz of dndividael writerd's sncther tfaramoet
T their sociel worad and itz directicn.
authority on the hictory of uocial Lhounghl , Harry Doches (1934:vwiil, '
il : i ' Gimurly thiz ls bul coe ol & ouelboer of pbssibie sparoucies 5o
Aaw the fi=2Ld in terms ai "what eocigl philoscphere apd sociclopists : ' :
_ 1 v e socinl thought; Sut 1 swelleve Lhot & srelohozicnl study ol pocial
hasvre znid wbour the oripgin of buzpn scclely, the ways of gronp life, i )

; : ¢ thonght entnils the asalysis va e ooplext of adcial sizus s
the development ard expressica of sagial inTersst; :wnd the moaes of B :' 2 = v -

both cultursl lag sad sccial prospess’ Wz gy then detiee social thowghs of this tyee as responses to the
c ral lasg and social progress’.

| . i £ ;- ; \ 2oL leipso thal ardse ln evearpdey “ifel ard we mgt. dentdfy the
Ae the above coniantiou of Farmes indicates, soéial thoutht is Sl e Ak U v r

often studied solely with respct te the thilosavhicsl systemsef E—-—"'E-'i'..t ?‘-"1"11!: at winooh thome shollenIud ardae. Wil sie L mopuil probicms
- {2 5 B Al fadl g s the i i s s RO, Gl Al amers conati_d . wd comnld zleo fonelk
writers. But Af¥ica produded no writera unzil mecpat times.” Yot i iU Nl Rl i b RSO A DG EORRL Ty Wl e L R RN
seems obvicus that, befcéwe grent writérs eserged, (fricans thougni - identify the zctnel :individuals wocae thoudhts awmve been avirred.
about thely seciety, ond %his thought was enbedaed in the collsesive Wher any such dndividiewis kee locatec, it sould be found that,
phencmens of asccial structure. In probing the obiects of social walike Lhinkera 4u Gusen. Lof. Seudclabs sih, "985 snd the Tnites
thanf‘izir:g, EIEI".?E:I‘a.l Eigl.'lii'iﬂﬂ.l']t quESTiOng arould sorve &E E,“‘Eidaliﬂe'ﬁ Et -_:.‘l_'.EE" i -:'{.;-n;i_'i_'_'f R 1'-;:;.-&_-.'['9;_,{-,*_-_'-]1 ";.'1'_;1" NIV oA Aoy Been gotive rotlwr

of gueh introduction. Seee of sucn guestions may be posed in the thar adseursive, fut iu ihe @edive of exvcersion ggnificont Zn the

following manter: what have been the couses of widespread failing in a-finition of musinl Weoupse?

seeinl structurs, Az tagse failings are Seen and experiences by the There appsocs th e o cosatimt confugion 3n the uga nf ke

4 o 1 g " ¥ 3 - | | T 1 o 1T i - . - - E ¢
thinkers of architects of programes =nd sugzestions for social topms ‘mzoizi theory! smd Toncin] faaueht'. D love therefore Jound

7 Rk s b s et 5 napahls of : NS " - i
reform? frd what irnstisutioral poluticns sre oifered as capabl it necessazy Lo snaiyviizal 1y éistingaich Rotuween tha e terce, Yhis

y tety & Late soeial aic and political héslth? ; ; ;
Paturnig eesety o n alake ok s lal Bomom e enl paLikagal A way, it Jhould e pousible to ddectdly wherr on the acade of soninl
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sialyeie the thinkers mugic be located.

Br =oeial _.t':m-a:w;rr1 che has in wipg a more or less logically
ints:rmnmctq-i =t of ;:-rcvll:_l_:-eiticvnf: whiich yurport to explain aspects
ef soglal experience. Ideally socigl theeries should give rise te
hypothesss. Thess hypotheses, in turn, oufit 0 sgryg. as reecarch

toole in further copeceptualization an:i in:lﬂnﬂimatiun of erpirical

R '.'|'“'.r.|' A

facte. Thus, eocisl theory L= seen ms. g gat of scientific peatulatas:
= B,
sooinl Imowladge should grow threwgh ¢nmsithnt processes of explioation

efid validakion.

Social’ thuuyit ‘on, he other hand, ﬂmulﬁ. he aaﬂn mmh_” sore
broedly =l lnclumvalj_' ae.-reflections ::rﬂ1 the na ke u! maial .i:ealit,'_r,-
or of cullective soclal e:xgnrr:l.-nmﬁ, T‘maa w.awd.,. jm{g{ th-:u;ht can be
of propositional pntentlal t‘nr Eﬂiﬂ.ltl‘:ifl:l.:; re;m&a.rﬁh. A ammple of this

exieting
kind of goclsl thouwght ie e rela.tiﬁnﬁn‘bp “Et‘:a‘r, has besn porited ue
'I:|¢t1.|-a.an ;rela.tiga dem-ivatlm"' a.‘rJ.El tha Erner,gﬂmt of sosial mtfﬂm.u'hﬁn
Eh.ts 13 t.h&m'y in syport. uf wlmh Euhnlarl;,— data have beeh E.aaﬁmhled. .
of t:nur-a-e th.a antml ::l:ant-r:nt nt th& mcial thcu.:ght iteslfl might bo of
the nature of social drssuing. Here, too, an ewnple ia the wien/
fﬁl-.fli;J..n.!ant sntailed ;H:L ttg-a assumption that were gocislisn ingtituted -
er & _te:_‘ta.in_ type of .-_-.m.‘n_;-.l snd pelitical srrasgemant, 'iJIu,nn Goverimant'
for exzmnle, as e_x_1:ru1md.e-:f by the lats Gepersl Acheampong of Ghans -
everr'hqd:.r wﬂd h: hay gy, ar.ﬂ fr¢¢ Irom .::-tinl and political distuption.
E-I:n::!.a.‘]._ thﬂu@tt nf tJI:.E ..=. iid ia The p'"-:lrhh:t :lm.nl;r of vlslnn.-a:r';as aral,

BT

ut-:p:mns, but such ]:r&:ri;ula are algd cobcarhsd about the nature and direction
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of human gociety, and tmoh of the thought that should secupy the
atudy of ufl‘ina.::- social réflection, should be of such peopls.

I¢t us now look =t the two sides of socisl thought that we have
tried to portray, and the ma:nnelr in which thay zre oenerslly differen-
tiated from one ancther.

General Characteristics

Rigorous

Exact

Obiective

Scisntific

Systapptic & Tentative

Testable /Nerifiable /Falsifiable
Social Theory | -l Critical open-mrindodness

Bocial Thoyght ~ Impreasicniatic and vagus
e e / Bizarre
Emotiomelly involved
Social Hyth Dogmatic, unchallengeable

Uloged
\ Unsocientific

Tdeological

It I:.Em be seen that 1-.|ELi_'lu all =sgpcis]l theories count as socisdl

thl:l.nsht, not all social thought constitutes social theory. ln Black
Hru::.,_ gllm‘;vaﬁ.uble docurentary and oral evidence indicates that
mocial ;j:;uught haz involved -:I'I!'.E of wish fulfilment than of systematic
attempts to ﬂ:m‘.mtru{:t scientilic theories, especially thoories on the
basis of careful snd systematically observed relstionships of dstg in
the E{I:J.ul uni?-:rﬂu.. Wigh :Eul'l'.‘i._'l-.mut iz characterised by the conscious

and unconmaloum distortico of fectes mnd values, and wo ey therefore

ggeuse that guch digtorticm, in ﬂiﬂ.ﬂﬂ'ﬂiﬁe of community interest and
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aurvival, 35 rolated <o =oein! ard esviprnieaniol lneecuriiy gs g wholea

A Desturs thor aadeviine: the Loionl ctracturs of euck anslyvsio

is that sociedl oo toliticol thospht aloold b Zeen in ihe sooboxl of

fghalloge' and "roaponse's The, sn oaoproprians szarting podick dn dur

sndzaveur inveiueg wad delinezbior ol thome aresns of E';""_-I“:'lr “”:*L'J!l'-il-u
and payohological chelienms, and (&) a'rcxflfa'tuzrﬂ ol the waya ar
whicg pronle "".{Ii‘_’!ri'iﬂlﬂﬁ bhess challengis end oave respondad to bhon.
Thiz sporoach 1= vol ossentislly nowy in nas sejer work The Zocial
Frilzsannurs ._"Ir._:lf:' ) Histel alreswas i':'l'_'s:r_'ﬁrj.!?';a:. wn :'.EI:"i:_'.iE" an t:‘:l’.“:l

central leifmot:f of wosfern social pliilasoshy:

e histery of wWeatern social :h'.';nrﬂp}g,.- ig bEeicells
the hlstorey af rerfe Lisus ord fdeals of Someunitr.
wen eloioZy malated £6 btho idos of cosmuandiy . Dormdng
its namasive Loeldren, af it wwere, ia the ides of
snti-comnumaty. Toaere o8 eaomy Weys i oSilch thie
idas can e sxpressed, given vivid memizfvstation, snd
aiiloof chem are ouresct i oo own 31a2. Thers 1e Lhs
Taar of tie zocial void, of aliwnalico, or enstredp-

- ment Drom olnsr, aven From ometbs oen 5212, of logs of
identizyr, of preat open slsced o lmpersomnaiity e
rajootion fpp. Ty ke i

vizbet then adds (p. 9h:

Without the :-“"l:BpLJ.:m of deop orioes thet recur in
wygtern Garapeqr history,' Chers wouid e very Litile.
irdeed al dtsl, we eall mocisl wailsePphay.

CORTEET O s0CInl TROTOHNT

When it ie sadd-that sceial thooght im 4 universsl entergeice, &t
beCCmos necesonry then to:exorine the combext:of sach theupghz. Tnt this

section, I discuas what societsl living onteile;, =i whet asocizal
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problems are Likely o onisgs Lha abfookisze of thues who reflect,
howevir capaally, on their own Zocietics. The atrego, throughout, is

oa bow gnd Bisht olicdt e Soanitao ohias iscddvacus e thoansslyas

sttach to théir nesions fa the course of ssclal voelzotionch djsiia e

world nsed fb strege that tho faet thes nochers 21w socs :1'.;.'..:'-:-.=.'--..1--£-::
tasir own "_-'Jfl";&-rj;r*.;: mtinns. ol the eocciol orasr ol 'r.'."‘i.iﬂ..". They are nopart,
iz po substitute for the sore suetalned reflectian of the philosapher
angd Lhe E.c-::-a].:‘fngint: but thern it neede to be elarifizd ag to !'.-:;'.-l thz

gocinlopist aad the miilosopher differ {ram those who erely osr “aie in

L

whet Berger and Luskrann {196€) call tke 'mecipe mnowlsdps! of pocioty.

Zoecaal 1:r-:|.:|+,11t has lbegcoms an .,a.r'r,u-:el.':lc pajeos of atudy: J.t im
studice in 1!-1:';. iv.ssveral dicciplines, Amonpg thnose diseiziinés are

inteliectual history of *he history of idesc; pelitics; soéiclem

anthrepalogy; asd sccial and #eral philesophy. #frica hee not goven

rise traditicnally to anythang like those Li_‘ix':la::mna, and it in Laerefore
not easy to distinsuish the &frican thinkers) “particularly those of proe-
colonial sad pre-literate timezs. The whole etheos of thinking in Afriesn

soniety wes not one of tndividans d&iﬂte; acd = until fehrly =ecertly =

condi“ions have not ‘.:h:u:rn guch as- ,,.::. farilitate independent delbate.

in westsrn .".iEt.uI"LuE al al.:-c:.ial an{l palitical thousht, the procecurs

iz noemslly to ge Zrom thinker to thiaker = Plato, Aristotls, Foger
Bupon, Hobbes, Locue, Adam Smith, and a0 on. Thoy were bthinkers shous

society. Africa does ot offer oxast oquivalentsd nanethdlese thars
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Wt gooinl areicumentgs soesial waluady and soclal rEnlameniide

vhelies ane wemws Lo oeny "sovusl forss wioad y Lo porieps £ oinotrs
dlptcele Macier; vus Loers waz absicuais 2 oslicen of ooprchenrsioas

phou, uBbioly, w.d lale wes ko wldooy shardu dnsareertstizn oo the
shcogs worid., BSooe of the feeturzs 2f that socin) fip.‘_-""I‘EI‘..iEr'rjiD'l". '.ieﬁ:

-

a cozmology o7 ane sort or waglbesl, an oworesess of w7], und {the

idee of tuuodicy: sb feesd of ruphts apd dutics; of sveial Jwelce; of

avtaority; -bf ke reizliow of sufmesas fz polifloz] possr; of law zand

cussomg[ .67 feceganry peliplos -ﬁti\isi‘;ti-hf.l.‘-: ol vorrec: t-u].-:a.t'i-w':;-
Latweor wmolas and Torases, epd Defencn mpn emesidogs,

Ir. this regard, e L H i e mnpivd thought an an exeTcist IS
& wravereal Eﬂlii‘}'ﬁ‘ﬁ.ﬂl:- “f ro peop-h emr. il ne darndwd Shat ‘.:.:m:.r ';m-.n..-
The caprcity Tooaccurmlate ar ir.t::'-':.-,';n:r'tﬁa.'l. papitul, hc:-'m?'ﬂ:' Srail,
that smbafics the group': f“*-_nr:.m.ﬂ]ahr:-n ;.11:1 =l cn:‘.cE'ﬂtim;.n r.'j:
thar socinsl paods Vpokably il is in a contaxl =mol au tkis, shat

Shzpperson {4G80:27) notes that

Yuiricen Volilical Thoaral L so old au Rumen egoicty
ip Afriecp. Do bE2licve ctkerwisy is to prasums tha t.
pro-literaie peoples camsi thisk pel:tically, o= that,
inzpits .cf ropstant repetizionA of fardistotlas dicolwn,
tan is ne politiesl aniesl.’
But, no 7zs8 pertivent is the fact thet the mmaverrality nf

reflecifops oo soalzl arder nctwithstardine, mot o3 1 people in husan

sooiaty, mnd ot 81l soclotios in v worid, have manifested on equal
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degreo of pericusncos, concim, abd effort ir engaging in ouch mn
exorcise. Nevertheloss, et howsver minimsl a level, it should be
granted thet the cofceptions that arc held of social structure and
social progrese, and tht sugpestions that are offesed for effating
chanpes in soclety. mey be embodied in several modia of communication.
Bomo of such media of communication or t:pmn!.ﬁn are paintings,
soulpture, architecturs, music and ritual instruments. These
conceptions may aléo be found in the foliklore of the eociety, as for
instence in the famcus prowerbs and ananse (spider) story telling of
the people of Ghens.

Or such concoptions shy form the basis of periodic pronouncements
of social groups. Such, for instance, are the varicus end-of-yoar
traditional #itusll in whith the communion and mutual inter-dependence
that are believed to subaist betwsen the dead, the living, and the
wborn; are ritually mknnilmlpd and reinforced. The life gyole; in
particular, represents the public dramatisation of changes in the
fortups of man and of amcciety.

The contingencies that create the opportunity for sccial thought
should be viewed .m the light of human nature. In particular, thz
gpecific aspect of human mature which should be our concern hers is
the universal iqmra.tim.nf societal living. Students need to be mde
awerd, a5 A fundamental 4 dom, that the distinotion betwoon human

beings and animals is the capacity of humsn beings for self-reflection,
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and the eorach®eat ninlisy to store up dodormacior For Duluro

myariding ans usegw. Shus, the basie problem that coufronis toe

stwtont of sociml thougnt =dght La posed in the following 4moner)
¥nat are The natural concerne of individuals =nd
grouss Witk wegord to interporeomal mnd grow life,
and what pets of rellections are linely to emanate
frer sach mamiral concsras?

It in foportmnt to polnt cub <sabt ull human societies are
cof frented with circomstanses ard conditiocns that call forth
individusl and zroup effort Tar their amelioratior. Humar beings
exparisnes conctant ssifts im their social intam;iun a8 a reault
of modificatise in life experionce; :Gu.‘.:ir-_ siTuctures msy therafore
we splid to medllect Lhe cunotaot grapplicy :E wht dialectical
miationship betdeen soeifl beillg amd social beconing. i

Oyt we koew ples thot e rwed for & aoclal syolen plves rlas
fe the eoeirvencs snd w4 mbense nf..—!.-.g;'.'.il.:im'u sitoras ol belaviour,
whizh socislopists 231l irs s:ipg=ices. Lastitutions develcp in responue
to di :-}.:i::-:'h expariencar. dut it way be oeked) how prn the goois of
coeiety te be witeined, ztd <hal J.F the Furisiic. fer ceastizing the

aEprovrimtencrs ot the :lr.J:Jtmlmnt.l shasen by 1-.1"11 mogie=y for sttuininag

ite hesde ffule of servival, ooy ord psoaced
In tvaditieral soolekiea in Africa, such ozeAticonae were DeThaps

gever consnionely aukeds llowerer, ssspodiucs Wweérse inhereat in the
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£

cughozry wivietioes. and sooverbs ot eserped Leon the scedielization
prtiermne, and which beel the apiropidsteness of the SrlEming macial
mECisure darp Franteds YWils aocietbties Xived in the contsxt of a harch
nabird envairomaenty the wost preassing need was the elficient pdapta-
bility of men in groups to the harsh realities of their world. In such
aopltiebioni, what probably sxieted wese z pelative sameness of needs
shd anoir-tions; correlatively, tho means for atteining such Eaaly
warse ezgily dellined. cenlflict of gpinico could scareely be iolerated
in such circundbsnces, except within the basic framewtrk of traditio=-
nelly esnctictidd umderstanding of the structuore of thg community.

There were, thersfors, no institnticmalized sets of crpposing
camps s &k, either in thouwght fermulations or in behaviour, on the
detarmingtion of the epd purpeses of zéeisl sciion, and ob the weans
For arteining guch oixls, Nor was thers any considersble. and widespread
powir ol @ell=oritic iz,

. It may be that in tesdizional societles questicons abouk sacichy s
aids - and’ the iesns Lor sbtaining them wers usbally anewersd by socislly
recomitrad Sndividuals ib gpeoups wbo, in carlicr phascs of saclal and
enllural deveinpment, were acsipned the rele of neture's spokeszen. In
ATvioa, these were Febish priasts; oo eHLmAns, or megicions, n:.L' other
,':.',ti--:rl:'.'!.i,':.‘i.'-:_: v olalMed = oI owWere dRibed wlih -
the capocidy Tor being '‘possesued’. These peopleo bEceme dnstruments
thropn whizs agcrpeees S30m gods Lo moen, amd Tice Tersn, WETS DOmmuni-
guted. In & lisdgsed wey, Fheoe agencies, i they sers specimliy

eosieibled Lo pocictel coneeérns, such as local and terviturial acdiuns,
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might'bs Ypredustive of societsl critiqus in the sens of a formal
evaluation of received values, norms, and institutiona’ {5chofellers,
19'?"*:"?‘4}"'.3
Through the process of soeinlization, human beings who cperate in
auy particular society have “gone ideas .:.r' when 'affairs of the society
are going on well'. Now, shat might people mesn by such an expression
with regard to their personal and collective experience in socisty?
As far as African socioties are concerned, I believe that affairs of the
society would be said to be "gofngon well' ‘wied the following conditions,
swong ‘Gthers, ave acknbwledged 5 0btiln 14 the socidl collectiviey as a
sholes
{a} When the principal natural resources on which man depends for
sugtenance and survival continue to be aveilsble for men to draw
upon
(b) when the relstiomship between the living and the dead (and other
unseen, but-influential forces in nature) is on ritually smooth
footing, “Becaiise of the need for an onfological balasce betwesn
Giod snd man, the spirits and man, /ind7 the departed and the
Aving' (Mpiti 1969:59);
(¢) when man's comnsction with, and integration in, the social bond
iﬂ Each Ehat Be J.-':unt:'i'.nME to draw upunthla emlmtunrk for

T i

ey diological, emotional, aid spiribusi sssistanse cnd comforts
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{4) slien the ordered arrensements of social nierarchy, as evidenced
L tho nooink, oconordo, mad pelltisal divisien of labour,
puriormance of roles, and mward atructure arising therafrom,
Timetion tousrde the patlefnetion of the diffarent bdt mutually
complementary segrents of the popllintien; and

Eefl uben the dignity and integrity aof the commumal bond are honowred

g imriolate.

ghen any of the ghore=listed copditions of socistal survival is
dicturbed, it iz contended in the pociety that 'affairs gre bed', or,
as .1-'|'J:-‘ flean of Ghana weuld say, 'the world has poane sour'. Juestions

oo

arise ohout the altustion. Concern oo wyerevhenaion ie perlner extensive,
poy L b evenly distributed, and certainly thers ls no extensive
sbotrael exapcise of thaorieing. 4o William Atraham (1962:12) pute it,
‘participationr in the theory, as distipet Teen bhe practica, of the
culture, in mede Lhe.r preoceupniion by soly o minority of the pecple’.
Cne 16 roeinded hers of whal Adawm Smtlhk, tos, wrole about the differen-
tigl distritution of concern VITVE115), paeely; that "la the progress

of socictry; philosphy or specuintion becons:s, like every olher

omplosneit , Liwe priacipal or aely trpde @ad cccupation of a parlicular

iy of citizens'.
le- | i
Enf, might 1t e approrrimte (o destribe cush thinkers in bradi-
r 3 £
tiohsl ~Frivan unciaty an "philosophars®' 1 think here it ir appropriate

to vegaldl mows of the débales on the extent o wiifch philosophy, for

94



Assimeng.M/ Presuppositions in the Study of African Social and Political Thought.

Ingtnres, ar sofiad thewoki, is derendent =olels upon literacy. Thepe.
ol et e nosenes o which ane Babcogmy Yheloany perzon who hns the

Cemelly FoY floer, copobructime M0 comcintont thimadne ia 8 philo=

sovliers T Lide rogard, polloscophy pecomes dpoantellestwal charecteris-

tie tiol dp wifesryend io disbeakution o ime apd oo SPEAGE .

3ece of the problems eptailed in according to the agcolade
'phizompy' B0 particulsr thinkerz sre probably entirely dafiniticnsal,
and sess fo me be ba reducibls ultimateiy to the question of what one
Ay ':_I;.' milcsopl¥ i sod the degrew of abstraction, disintersstednszs,
I.::-_,ﬂ-l Q."EJ:lE'T‘.'-L:."..:.i;bili"_:_’ of secilic copsériual spparapuses; that one 16
prepared to jrent for claime to philcFophiont -:.‘uir-.n:;uisiti-;;h Iudzed,
aceerding to Perratt (997%:47), “to clain that s people has no
ilogophars Beoawse it has ao wricing is ponssnss' .

It ic worth Ssptioning, however, thet nat gll weiters might
pormit such liberal uee of the term philossophy: there are people who
gen phiilooonhy as sutailing some specific characteristice such as
abatrection, mensrelization, snd clasaification. They might siress
wnet bhey see 45 the dlncapability of the African for abstract thought
Fovrsy s well ac the deability to cosprehend geteralizing procedures.
It ey weld be Ehat ponceplualization ay esuch docs not appsar a8 @

widegpresl cepeeily swong cven modern-dsy African scholarg. This is in

spiie of the relatively Lwng histery of literacy and western education

in Afvicas Yer dnstanes, it is maintained that goncern with defipdtion,

brpalogs, clasgification end generalization heve been less evident in
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the work of black usholars, than tha ccncarn to locate phencmens in
!waif.j_ﬁ visual contexts. Hub ars (fricens alors in this regard? Is
L n-;JL dé;::_'l.ing with 1 vniversal pasnsmensn hora?

1='3-'i‘1’1-511='3 thare ig anotlher facib to thiz dibutel Concrete ways of
thonghis ey I;a all ‘I.‘-hat EID TeCoagurt in rels rivaly gmall cousupities
in uﬂﬁch”htarany i'IEB naovk dévélnpud‘. .ﬁ.r!;.tﬁé:"ﬁﬂ.'jlé o social organiration

.J'-”ﬂ&-.'!': Ei i i 1 . o . Lo
extends, and as literacy becomes wnart of the items of cultursl tradition,

S bk
% G v sxpect the mesd fof atstract generalization o beccme
;I_Jraséiﬁg. Uné would thén axpect the tendehcy towards-it (or the capecity
f65 $E) 16 duciiop bt B 4T EE IR G obvibialy ALPEEEet Dide. Gie
asssrtion thst the Afriesn 16 ‘exclugively dominated b & 'concratenses
dieposition?, ind ERRE 56 ig, consequently, Tunable to detatoh himsalf
from the u.niqmn.anl of the sbject mnd faila to pee it ma & representa=-
tive of a t:.:l;aﬂls.';.- (and that) the dependency. resulte in rigidity amd
ack of shifting"® (Irescn 1975:58). In fact, ‘there was = time when
the marga sgsi'ﬁ:.ét e copnitive structurs of Africans was rather that
S madn M #1ippently and impredictably shifting.

e that e ik sy, thess debates on the cognitive framevork and
devei;rp;ﬁt. 'n;:f'.{rﬁﬁitinnn.l peaples, and on'the applisability of the
term ﬁ?ilﬂsﬂfﬂ:.‘tﬂ discourasee in treditionsl soviety, point' to the
_.rglatlinnshj.p between certain structures of thought and the level of
.n;.:m:.ial d;ir;::;l.nfpmertt. E]:DI'.‘-lEl.l igeas, snd politigs] complexity. Even if
4 ‘L

literacy is not e p:."amqn'i.'ﬂit-a far speial and political theerizing,

el

Ehere is no doubt that literacy echandea the charces for cbjectifica-
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Eice = Lheghd and of arozment (08, Gouoy and vett, S96%). In +thin otiatuige A wr@eenty or the phiicoophioue ounge of Che term. inglond,

e repord, ens woiid wwsch ceriadiy, guciel win politival institutions it memic s Moest pomibich o tokic that ATRICASE EiYe NUT YUT S0 TOWH
Lo deveion eat epersts in o commnnitg bofore men dn thet sowmmity cur DO S ATTFIAL Ml OF OOTAL ACTONE THOOUY COALTEICTTUH, OF LYEN SOCLAL
i oy on such dvetitubions. &% inter steper of such reflections, The Sl RRECAPRILT. DSensd U8 CR0T THEAD AL CULTEGDR N ToR GHN

Wik Uil Thes beosch o the dngvdiiobdomailezecden af contentisn and RO SCITINE (RONICLOGE , PO IR Tesd), £TH TT (W CONTUHT AN
penaial b wdCnal wau politicsl idess sbout the dustituiisnz dn the WG, I ig prebably for Lhls réamca fhat armasioe (1975:2), whose
corand £y, Urpanized sor systematic social and oolitiosl ddouc, in vigwd pa the Bleacknun'c mind we hove encountersd eariiur in this paper,
effeesy Ao net operabe an o vacusm of social and paychological reality. gAY R eleewhere in n dirnuscion of the Africsn "Betwean the Uorect and the

. A, 5 |..:Elr'.|. :
GCL'I“]i.-I_:."‘II. :
To vxarees himeel? culturally, he (the African) mugt
o Back to b poota, nob of Oreeco acd @omw, bub of

It iz sbevious fhoi seversl uednus peed to ke anslvesd in & paper
: Africa couth of thke Sokera and north ol the darkerwi.

thai sxanines the presippesitions oF social "wm,-ht._u Dut auy esse) de tust epchew melf pity and the stiitude of alweye
haing ofn ghard npaicat imaglrary insulis or social
i Che viek of Leaceming an unwieldy voluse 10 0L presuses Lo Loush affvontz, We pust dpvest Fig 1ife with a new meaning,

A new pinfiom, oyer if ft Zm rEvaly oo paosing thase.
oi ell Lag veges sl bz subjesl sl ler, oo tnin reasan, orly the
' duch onterpriaa in wooial shoosiping, thet ip to say, in sericunly
cantral theust of the subject coas becn bighlichisd. The sum of owr

_ . _ o maflecting on =oolety and mukipg snasyiical cisssification of categories
dizouinise o this peper mar, Thue, e pos ir the Teollowing mamns.,
N . _ of idean thyreen, ond en meinzae fey the meouipition of the ldems,
Stommna ary mapevelly sRiw uy aarizans bo guel snc oo ecasbruckt
o " " ; o remuites a gocilal, culzurel and intedllectund framework for It to emeyge
gorme el ol 2uplonstaoies o0 the wetars and deveiomeens of humen wdclelTy )
. " pod he Erstaibec. The bockaround and fremesork for ouck intellecteal
eepiinlly the society tast o Sawildaw fo fhen. Ye even geb people in ) § K3 L :
; i Sy : g : artivity kzve conersily been treced to the atcdal, enlitursl, ond
sfrine win cpais Wnel Alcicuns bDove dens, in evolsl sheory censturctions, : ik * 2 o g
. e S % . intelisetual clams \thane thaat produc thagoras, Socrates, Flat
what oo alos eeen done in the dpri. ot o chink it 13 fair to asrert that, talpliae climate of Athane that produced Pythagoras, Socrates, Flate,

T . I L °F 4 e g . Pl i .
o Semrerdes WELE EhbiEat Sty ee in the Vest, Mvm__m& ave baryly making aAriatotile, elc. 4t 40 in this repard thak ome finds it a plty that come

F = . 3 = - = i - wnal Ty e = i . 1 -
. vfferl La regard of doseriphion, seqiyeds, and penoraiizatior. This afrienn statesmen rapard ihe study of the classics and other hassnities

azsertion is mol even relsted to any sanviction shoub the orapinality or as bourgeeis activity. Coveainly, 47 wy want Lo prote Lhe orlglns and
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gulrturs,. faokprnund of philcsophical entertrise, as of soclalogical
disooipe, bhen we mewd o, study for ingtasde, How it ie that
in the gigth ceptury 30, Lhere came gbout a striking
develotment 18 the history of Greek thought when, in
the Ionian city of Milatus, all mythopaeic forms of -
Lhoighl wore abandensd by certain thinkers who sought
ta expisir the world about them in terms of visibié
constituents, insteqd of heving recourse to theigtic
arplslm.luna (James Lowgrings, 1972=73, 7. 307).

Glearly, Lf oae examined Africasn social sed political ideas for
PUrpos eg; cf r:-:m-::l.sten-' arsl error, coherence and lopis, mha the
perenninl digeemingtion of doubt, thep perhaps one might modestly
gaazslade thet this kas not been the princival suzpesiticn upon which
Vihanking =botd scciesy’ has been eatablished snd canvassed in Africa.
Herein lieg, 1 thinx, cne of fhe mjer differsnces betwoon wectern
tralitione a7 soeiml thoupht = in whieh thﬂu.pﬂut ik soan bqaical_'r.,? in
terns of digintepssted pecenletion, lopic, sand oysten = and Afriean
zoodel thougat, which seera S0 re to o concerned eseentially with
lenpulenge Toe aebticn. A Mptuan Bare €1963:063) pts ihe cass with
riospect to whal he éalls "the Ledso sgainat tehing o stopd on matters
ol rizht and wrongt:

the black scholyr can no longer afford to ape the allegedly
Talue-free’ mppreach of White acholarzhip. be muet reject
abpmalutely the notion that it ia *nol professicoal" ever to

' ! hagomt-ecotionel, thal it iz sodchow dnproper to be Vbitter™

as a blaclk man, thot emetion and resscn are mutually
explusive. .. the scholar's min task 15 to eleanse his mind

= an:d Ehe minds of his people = of the white colonial attitudes
towirds scholerehip and people as well. This includes the icons
ef chjectivaty, smsral kmowladge and itg methodology, and the

tota? degolitior of the apti-social aktitudes of Ivary-Teweriam.
Such is the chailenge Tacing the black scholar.
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The basoeally aciivagt sooture of Alfricon scholsrahips as
evidences bn Fathan Hdare's foregeing statecernt, iz rnet enbirely
sarprizing. %.F. Adyer (1972:4C1) hes noted of Indilan polltical
Shough by guoting B3 Ksjudar:

palitizal freaties like Flate's Tepublic, Aristotic’s
folitics, Hobbe's Leviathan or entesgulew's Spirib of
the lLaws, camnot be produced by & people groaping undar
the heels of feoreign rulera. The proper climale necessary
for prapouwnding political philosophy was totally abeent
in Indip. Intellectual leaderp who had the coursge to
epeak on relitical affedirs lasnt their velae mainly to the
clamour of poiitical controversy.

The elinsicn fo Indian social and pelitical thought, at a
conparable pﬂr-ind., is i1Tumingting i1 cerms of khe light it throws
S the notwe .,:.E‘ (howgEnT An commimities operating uader alien
deminstion, acd whi lr: ﬁe.turchmq Tor pultural recewal, Sub what one
wents Yo mtress in this comnection is that any telk abeut a poseible
Croative p::‘:i.n:n:i!- af African Sonial and political thought, as zlec in
Tnddin, must be orevised upop a certain set of fevoursvle social end
cultural ciroukstonces. n thfis rogabd, I should like to and by
Buguesting o few such f:s:aturea for Dlack Africs:

tal  broakdows of the extersed farily syston:

tnt wadieal shitte iv what 1 rave chosen booeall the Ttraditionsd

Africen personality struciwse’ | with lls cosenlial cnaractericiics

{i} econleredby, and the bBlortant eschewing of :-I.'I:ld.'-i.'l."id.'.-ﬂ'-l
speeul utd e

i} - uncuesiioning acouizscence

100



Assimeng.M/ Presuppositions in the Study of African Social and Political Thought.

(aiil laszk of seli-rweailento
(ipy faetish werzhip of auvtherily, of charigratic ieaders,

and Things 'eoming fron abows’
twd hatped of aviticias.

Cay galiiclesy #nd intelleciaaid dispotatics chould b@:nme. institutia-

naliged, widespraad, £nd accepted an & preoccupation. .

Pt the relsticnship betieen impersonality of discourse on pocial
guettions and tie deveropment of initellectual development, needs
stregelug.

When I redflect on the eszentiallw aciifri:-wl- and "involved'! stance
el scholerchip in ffrican Istellsctusl f-.'iatizir:;-, L cannat help but
oberve that ine postulzte of walue=froe social _a.n.'.:ia-nce seems highly
reparded In weslera socletdes, but act fo thy zame degree in developing
societies. ro the weol of my Lnowlsdge, the sociclopy deparsment of the
Sriversily of lelesster iz one coch placy where "valuve-freedom seems
rrive oatatiishad, Dor dnctoace, in 190k, Profoopar Beusiadt deoried
whatt he inentifled ag “the conlusion between ﬂ'l:;"...;_"ﬂlﬂ of the socicle=
miat gd A eclentias and-his= poesible roles os an aﬂvuc.at-r: nf a
terticilar set of Seciol and moral valuwes ond principles' (1965:4).

Apd in 197, Frofezsor J.A. Banks, aluo in an insagarsl lecture, raised
dovuts akeut thofe who might have & vision oFf sociclogy "as some fing
of mecular relimisr' (Janks 1971:1%). To be sure, Lhough, neither
Profieosor Noustsdt, nor Prefesotr Banks, sor even Professcr Norbert

nlips who gtrectes this position mest emphatically in his Whai is
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Goplelunsd (), dmores St posuetive dlwmrdzn i peholnranip.
Bl wh aboanls et andereate SRnar et e Turte to Jillursatiete
gt iolapy Trow wLat wre BLIRE S0l Themleral Bireloey .

Lolwdw trat R o pupan apsudry too proprertatic, snd less taan
writeanide = wld L heow wlut Bhal asrs pight petho ve kBdve liked cob'a
ol tha sobatentiee praiyeio of (fPasan caolal thoteht . This ia Lecalss
pirely molhoesiopiual proavriotisem sbuus, el wbalrocl measitization
to, whut oupht to e Jone or might Ls doce, bacome pt timey too
opeculotive ¢ -1%us, T ackoowledse that 1t Hight in futlive be ueeful, for
ingbance, b provids concrats evidencs an “Wrat A%y iconu hava Lotually
tHousht on sosdal dusasce S pugh bhshoe wern emaoddsd i, ;-.r'ii.'tan '
farri, ®a Lo the cevs sapedially 4r Jaat A¥leur higtesy, 4% .rt,i;ht e
necocsory to axunine sueh carly pihlidovicke. 1t mipht olea e |
instmotivo ¥, on thy »ol¥ of, for Sratanco, The “rofessions ane
socired informatisn 'en hel ey lawrert Ato goctors and srdaingd
elersy Lhere wore Ln waricue countrica abl voriou: Sump and whot 1t
ia tlmt they sadd = and ewant = concerning tie acture and direction of

gotial and poiitite]l wierssfoadnts.
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Ta Lk in melovanl Lo oaeniics, an ithis respect, that virturlly every
Lpous ar *"1-:-11|?I1- grn Froctico, the vaniennngal Juunml ol the
E .':.::-:_:-’:-Ii Et L unariatLlon I:_II."*"'M_,J toy Uimiliins weltsone dizscursions
o Tha 'V-tl_'-: oy aendicetioes of "Avcican Thowhi' . Znether
J'.":E'I.'.L’.L wileoh Abmbente arhl etmacil with covsiderable bonefif,
. g wa-f ¥

o L Po—- Ee ]
Pttt Trier, A wowrnd of African Fhalluoophy (Tfe, Fizeris},

L T it Ml o

He  RAwts pd accie of Lhe recsarvches inte these religions thewes,
v aTeiTebie in Assimerg C1063: 1970 QW 107991,

Ge Moo discussions chob frllow, orc bzsed wainly oa the p‘reﬁnﬂnt
wrizer’s gmrecdry cited .‘11'1=i.::.'3r'| coolal png Holitical '.['h-:m
sHErQelvTeIy Ausoys.a for Bcidents inow in manuseript for

e Oy there sdpht be pericdics] festivals during which, ag among
L Adoer of dlprg, nitdsen: wers Tprdvilepsd ' to "ingnltt and fo
ooy lease e Godet o hie oadednietrotion on some of the
dhoridonines Lo sotilaty,

e 1E rmv owell ae that, in this commection, pociclogy has not reslly
micreedac g demysbilying the social voeld of Africans, as
Eyaivesor Tohe aex |:1-;'F41 right perbapa wish. bPor, University
b oatiai, nlenen, Lof techroloyyy dn GLILL operabo in oan birican
couloxl where chargs aod wallsdens ano lheoncss are woed avidly
gikh tRe sip o dpiiaencing the oouroe of socisl relationg end
ootz events (of. aznias .,_, 9770 . Clearly, the undus peraonali=-
cation acil the Lovesbmenl of ecotion i debates on sooial guestions
w3 ruire savsral provlems; Tor systomatie cocind analyais.

= The putiire of Thig egeny, wes oripinally prosentod at s steff
seoivar i tos Jepsobment. of Seeivloey, University of Leicester
(Ui dy o by 18, 9700 The erdltical comsents of participante
i the semlnar grown, especially those of Frofessora 1. Neustadt
and dabe Bapicg, are hereny prazefully aclmowledged. This paper is
inlorsed by the theoretisel framowork of wy 2fricar Seciml and
Paiilical Pnoupht: letrsdectory fnalyeis for stucents {now in
FenusetipE 101l e

=t pasccinte EFrofosser of Eociclogy, Umiversity of Ghana, legom.
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