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Plate 1: Transeptal view of the left atrium showing a fibromuscular membrane dividing the left atrium into proximal and distal
chambers.

* A, margin of interatrial septostomy; ‘B’, fibromuscular membrane dividing the left atrium into a proximal chamber
and a distal chamber; ‘C’, 1.5 cm aperture opening proximal chamber into the distal chamber below

A 7-yr. old male was seen at the National Cardiothoracic  and recurrent palpitations. An echocardiogram showed a
Centre, Ghana, in 2019 with a history of poor weight gain  membrane within the left atrium dividing it into proximal
and distal chambers. Findings at surgery were a fibro-

Corr, ?SP"”d’”g author muscular membrane which completely divided the left
Email: kowentsuamensah@cardio.com.gh atrium into a proximal accessory chamber which
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communicated with the left atrial appendage (Plate 1). The
proximal accessory chamber also received all four
pulmonary veins. There was a 1.5 cm aperture through
which the accessory chamber communicated with the

distal to the plane of the fibromuscular membrane. There
was no inter-atrial communication (Plate 1). The
fibromuscular membrane was completely excised (Plate
2). Postoperative recovery was uneventful, and the child

distal chamber. The mitral valve ring was about 1.5 cm  was discharged home five days after surgery.

Plate 2: Completely excised membrane exposing the mitral valve apparatus below.
*“A’, mitral valve leaflet and chordae tendinae in distal chamber fully visible after excision of fibromuscular membrane;
‘B’, remnant of completely excised fibromuscular membrane
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